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Proposed Protected Projects 

For Long Range Planning  
 

Following is a list of proposed protected projects. Definitions of these projects are 
presented on the following pages, along with the current Board approved funding 
amounts. The Board is asked to review and approve these protected projects. 
 
OPA90 Mandated Projects 
Project # Project Name Justification Committee 

6510 State Contingency Plan Reviews OPA90 Mandate OSPR 

9510 LTEMP OPA90 Mandate SAC 
 
Permanent/Ongoing Projects 
Project # Project Name Justification Committee 

3200 Observer Newsletter Permanent/ongoing IEC 
3300 Annual Report Permanent/ongoing IEC 
3610 Web Presence BAT Permanent/ongoing IEC 
6530 Weather Data & Sea Currents Permanent/ongoing POVTS 

 
Committed Projects *  
Project # Project Name Justification Committee 

6534 Hinchinbrook Weather 
Surveillance 

Funding committed – 
Next 3 years 

POVTS 

 

* The Board has already approved the budget for this multi-year project. Once funding is committed, these 
projects do not go through the LRP ranking process.  

 
 
 
 
 
What is a Protected Project? 
 
The definition of a protected project can be found on page 20 of the Board-approved 
Long Range Plan, and states: 
  

However, some projects—such as the Observer and the annual report—
do not have clear starting and ending dates but instead are presumed to 
be permanent, ongoing parts of the Council's operations. Any such 
projects determined to be permanent and ongoing or mandatory 
obligations based on OPA90 or our contract with Alyeska are to be 
classified as protected projects. The Board will annually review and 
approve any recommendations for protected projects. Protected projects 
are not subject to the project scoring as outlined later in this plan.  
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Proposed Protected Projects: 
 
651 State Contingency Plan Reviews (FY2019 budget $99,250):  
The purpose of this project is to monitor, review, and comment on state and federal oil 
discharge prevention and contingency plans (c-plans) for the Valdez Marine Terminal 
(VMT), the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS) tankers that transit Prince William Sound, 
the Alaska Federal/State Preparedness Plan and associated Subarea Plans. As these c-
plans outline prevention and response activities that would be undertaken to clean up 
spilled oil in the Prince William Sound region, review of these plans is a major task for 
PWSRCAC as outlined in both the PWSRCAC/Alyeska contract and OPA 90. Providing 
input and comments on prevention and response in Prince William Sound directly 
supports PWSRCAC’s mission. 
 
9510 Long Term Environmental Monitoring Program (FY2019 budget $211,683): 
PWSRCAC initiated the Long Term Environmental Monitoring Project (LTEMP) in 1993 to 
satisfy the OPA 90 mandate “to devise and manage a comprehensive program of 
monitoring the environmental impact of the operations of terminal facilities and crude oil 
tankers while operating in Prince William Sound.” Originally, under LTEMP, hydrocarbon 
monitoring occurred at 10 sites in Prince William Sound and the Gulf of Alaska via mussel 
tissue testing, with most sites being sampled twice a year. Mussels from the Port Valdez 
sites were sampled three times a year, and sediments twice a year, due to the 
documented increased hydrocarbon load in that area. Beginning in 2011, based on the 
recommendations of a comprehensive LTEMP Review Project and SAC analyses, the 
LTEMP sampling plan provided for sampling once per year in the summer season at just 
the two Port Valdez sites and the Knowles Head site. Then, all 10 sites were to be 
sampled every five years in the summer season. In 2016 passive sampling devises were 
added to the monitoring program. Results are summarized in a year-end report. In 2014 
SAC further reduced the sampling plan to every other year in the Port and at Knowles 
Head, with July 2014 being the first year skipped in the revised sampling plan. Another 
adjustment made by SAC in 2016 brings the sampling plan back to annual sampling, but 
just within the Port (two sites) while retaining the sampling of all 10 sites every five years 
in the summer season. This project supports the PWSRCAC mission by monitoring the 
environment and providing the organization with the best scientific knowledge to help 
make informed decisions and comments that are scientifically justified.  
 
3200 Observer Newsletter (FY2019 budget $6,300):   
The goal of this project is to publish three Observer newsletters per year on PWSRCAC’s 
work and issues. Both e-mail and print versions of the newsletter are produced. This 
project supports the Council’s mission by informing the general public as well as our 
members and our industry and agency associates, on our issues, concerns, activities, 
programs, and projects. 
 
3300 Annual Report (FY2019 budget $ 8,800):   
The goal of this project is to prepare and publish PWSRCAC’s Annual Report each year. 
This project supports the Council’s mission by informing the general public, our member 
entities and our industry and agency associates of our issues, concerns and activities, 
programs and projects. 
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3610 Web Presence BAT (FY2019 budget $8,000):   
This project funds Best Available Technology for the Council’s public websites, 
committee extranet, and online presence through regular maintenance, upgrades, and 
new features. Every three years, a major review and technology upgrade will be 
conducted. The Council’s web presence serves as a public communications tool and 
educational resource to increase public awareness of the Council, the history of the 
Council and citizen oversight of the oil industry, and the environmental impacts of the 
transportation of oil through Prince William Sound. The website is intended to foster 
dialog and engagement between the Council, our constituents, and the online community.  
 
6530 Weather Data and Sea Currents** (FY2019 budget $18,900):  
This project studies wind, water current and other environmental factors near the Valdez 
Marine Terminal, in Prince William Sound and the Gulf of Alaska that may aid navigation 
or affect the ability to prevent, respond to, contain, and clean up an oil spill. Much of this 
information is collected via the PWS Weather Station Network developed and maintained 
by the PWS Science Center. PWSRCAC has been a co-funding supporter of the network for 
over ten years.  
 
6534 Hinchinbrook weather Surveillance** (This is a three-year project with an 
estimated total cost of $250,000):  
This project seeks to provide improved observations of weather and wave conditions 
seen at the Hinchinbrook Entrance to Prince William Sound. The primary focus of this 
effort will be the eastern portion of the Entrance that encompasses the established vessel 
traffic lanes that pass by Cape Hinchinbrook. There are also cases of reported extreme 
wind events, barrier jets that occur in the area, which are a threat to marine safety. A 
number of oil tanker safety related decisions are based on the weather reported at the 
Entrance, more specifically the weather reported by the NOAA weather buoy at Seal 
Rocks. The Seal Rocks buoy is somewhat sheltered in its location, a nod to its continued 
survival in this extreme environment. The wave and wind conditions at the Entrance 
effects the drift of disabled vessels, helps determine the performance of rescue tugboats 
and impacts strategies used in oil spill response. Developing a better understanding of 
the met-ocean forces that exist during extreme weather events relates directly to 
establishing performance requirements for rescue tugboats and development of best 
practices to be employed to save of an oil tanker in distress in these adverse conditions. 
Collection of weather data affects the safe navigation of vessels and aids the ability to 
prevent, respond to, contain and clean up an oil spill. This project supports the Council’s 
mission by providing the organization with the best scientific knowledge on weather in 
the region to help make informed decisions and comments that are scientifically justified 
in an area of spill response where there is a significant data gap. 
 
 
 
 
 
** Note for weather related projects: One of the responsibilities the Council is charged 
with under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 is to: “Study wind and water currents and other 
environmental factors in the vicinity of the terminal facilities which may affect the ability 
to prevent, respond to, contain, and clean up an oil spill.” 


